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J. M'Oraenr, Tm 
Gbaaoefy-Luie, 



Xookt^}ourt, 



PREFACE. 



The following lines were written under the power- 
fal impulse of feelings which appear to have been 
almost consentaneous with those of the whole Bri•^ 
tish people. The national spirit has been rouzed 
against this cruel and unconstitutional attack upon 
the Queen, with pervasive ardour, which forcibly 
recals the language of the Augustan poet : — 

** Spiritus intus alii, totamque infttsaper ARTUS, 
Mens agitat molbm, et magno se corpore mucei.*' 

This irresistible movement has been one of loyaIiTY, 
not of FACTION ; of love and not of enmity towards 
the constitution. It is not disputed that factious 
men exist, who are ready to swell public tumult 
whenever it arises: but it is mere drivelling, for mi- 
nisters and their adherents, to talk of " radicalism*^ 
and democracy on this occasion. They must know, if 
they consult the commonest sources of intelligence 
open to them, ttetit de^station of '' The Bill of 
Pains ANp Penalties" is rooted beyond all pos- 
sibility of eradication in the breasts of an overwhelm- 
ing majority of good men, and faithful subjects. 

At the moment when it was determined to send 
the following " Vision " to the press, a burst of 
honest exultation bas electrified the whole kingdom. 
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With feelings of solemn gratitude to God, and love 
for my country, I rejoice not only that the Queen 
is thas delivered from the fangs of her enemies ; but 
that THE Kins, the constitution, and the coun- 
try, have been thus, as I do unequivocally believe, 
rescued from a tremendous explosion, which would 
at best have been of doubtful issue to our liberties. 

Notwithstanding this most happy, this providential 
result, I have determined still to send out the poem 
to the public ; because it expresses in strong, how- 
ever inadequate language, sentiments which are 
essential to our character as a free people, and to 
die preservation of our justly balanced monarchy. 

I have not assumed the fascis of satire, without 
deep conviction that its rods were imperatively 
called into action : but most gladly shall 1 reverse 
them, after the manner of the ancient Lictors, over 
the obsequies of an administration, which must be 
now in its death-pangs. May succeeding cabinets 
be warned, not guided, by its example I 
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A VISION came ! It was not in the hour 
Of sleep ; but wh«i the unresisted power 
Of magic Fancy, threw, with full control, 
Her half prophetic mantle o'er the soul. 
The place was throned like Britain's royal halls, 
And her proud navy deck'd the tap'stried walls. 

• * 

Statesmen and heroes grac'd the pictur'd scene; 
Fathers who were what since their sons have been; 
And some whose laurell'd brows might glow with 

shame. 
Of sons with nought of their's besides the name. 
In this august abode the loud debate 
Seem'd hush'd, and prince and peer in silence sate ; 
E'en G— ff— d's brazen descant seem'd to fail, 
And gasping C — pley gazed on L — d — rd — le ; 
Panting, they loU'd their contumelious tongues, 
And suck'd Italian juice to clear their lungs. 






Y — k mu8*d on armies ; yet, with doubtful trust, 
Wish'd he were certain, or the cause were just : 

The eye of CI — r-^nce fiercely rang'd the floor. 
But soften'd as it fell on D — n— ghm-— re ; 
•;: .•WhtterDTfV-yrp— 1, who inly seem'd to fear 
. ypr.j9l4ce ^*d pi>wer, his fellows strove to cheer 
Willi sidely-Vihil^; and courtier lords obscene, 
Tempered new filth, to daub their libell'd Quc;en. 

Sudden aniid the peers whom England hails 
Her nobles — men who fail but when sue fails, 
The vision rose. It was a rev'rend form 
Of ag«d dignity : its eye was warm 
With kindlings of a spirit that of old 
Made those walls tremble through its earthly mould. 
Now a mild glory round its presence play'd. 
And 'spoke from heav nly courts the awful shade. 
Its brow wore high reproof; the lifted arm 
Was stretch'd for pleading ; and there was a charm 
Of coming eloquence, as firm it stood, 
Like one whose rank was with the great and good ; 
And well that rank was own'd, when Erskinb 

cried, 
" Tis England's Chatham !"— " Chatham !" all ro- 

plied. 



Like the dead stillness of the summer air, 
When pr^nant clouds of shrouded fire are there, . 
They sat : — aud'like the voice of thunder broke 
The rolling pmods, as the vision spoke. ^ 
" Is this/' he cried, " the consecrated floor, 
" Where England's peerage stood, as known of yore, 
** Jealous of honour, zealous for the laws ; 
'' Justice their sword, and England's weal their 

cause ? 
•* Are these the walls whose echoes then retnm'd^ 
" No words that chasten'd gsdlaiitry had spurnU? 
" Is this the throne whose last loved tenant viewed 
" His people's morals as the monardi's good ? 
" Display'd befieath the isoV'reign diadem, 
" Domestic Vf RtUE, Biitain*s dearest geln ; v 
" And bade JgErnnt^ to his court proclaim 
" What taugtit, unpractised, is Uieteacher'^shaime.? 
"Ah no ! that throne is chang'd ; this gew-gaw thing 
" HetkOi a raree-nhew, not England's S^ing ! 
" An* can it b^ that Brllnswiclk^3 cheridi^d h«r 
" Will also change the laws whi<?fr ]f*ac'd him there? 
" Eorget the SttJAET's fate, the BRiriiBWick's 

OATH ; . 

" Yet make his sorrowing subjects dwvU im both? 



" Forbid it, Heaven ! Far other thoughts he knew, 

" When yet his talents with his graces grew ; 

" When Genins, Beauty, in his circle ran, . 

" Admired the prince, and half adored the man. 

" Nor now thus foll'n ! — Yet whence this hot cabal 

" Of treasury bench, and bench episcopal ? 

" These monstrous portents that before me rise 

" Of mitred pimps, and coronetted spies ! 

" This deep, dark plotting, spreading net and snare, 

*' By hands that used their country's ark to bear? 

" This hateful truckling to misguided power, 

" Combined in palace, temple, hall, and bower, 

** To crush an outcast Queen, with evidoice 

" By fiicts refuted, ridiculed by sense? — 

" Tales that would m^t but an equal iate. 

" Told of the veriest wench in Billingsgate ! 

" FatuebsI and Britons! whence this alien band 

" Of miscreant lechers bribed from sea and laod?-^ 

" By England spum'd, yet plied with Enghmd'sgold, 

*' Till every scoundrel's stock of oaths was sold; 

'* Then hither sent by hirelings vile as they, 

** To pass for sterling truth in open day. 

" Monstrous fatuity ! and British peers 

" Have lent the«e vermin not unwilling ears ; 
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** Forr tien-'botn lies hav0 barteir'd atocteiit Iclv*', 

" Broke ptibRc faftfr, <o patch a ptivate ilfevr, 

" And made a cowt that freetaen' never saMr. 

" Accusritks, Jory, Jtrbojcs, <rf? wi one! 

** O England \ now be firm, or be nndone! 

Strangle this monster, ere its bfrtb be o'er, 

Or grov'Iling lick the dust to rise no more ! 

" Heard I aright? and was it H^ins I heard 

^^fMs crew 'gainst Englatid^s Cotijjo^R^ Q'iteen 

preferred ? 

" Bere drtf their danfd^rons breath infest the air ? 

'^ Hence dvd matidous tongues the seandal beai*? 

" Gushed ^neath this sacred- dome the prurient flood 

" Of filth and venom, from that viper brood, 

" Which o*er the liand hath spread its noisonre stainj 

" While shuddering virtue weeps, but weeps in vain ?* 

"And (0'shame\ nauseous dregs!) did noble Mps 

" Here tarste that stream with- epicurean g<ips? 

" And* mitred heads, as o*er its scum .they bent, 

» 
" Snuff the rank steaim, and chuckle at the scent ?—^' 

" My soul is sick 1—1 turn with sated ear, 

" And lind^ cordial' in my brethraahere. 

" Pfe^rt who their conscience to no market brfeg; 

" Respect themsdves, their country, aod their fcing : 

B 



10 
" Nor would round England's smilii^ hearths diffuse 
" The breath — the very lUmo^here of stews. 
" O horrid ! yes, I feel the blast impure, 
" Air no blessed spirit may unpaioed endure : 
" Yet leare I not without a wamiog voice r 
" Hear, aod obey, and Britons shall rejoice! 

" You caDDot, Lords ! by rotes crc^ a crime, 
" Nor make your country's voice with falsehood 

chime :— 
" You cannot quench, with all this flood of lies,; 
'' A gallant people's glowing sympathies : — 
'' You cannot hide your idol God- from them, - 
' When prone you kiss its garment's netber h«m : — 
'' You cannot waste their treasure on a cause, 

* That boldly violates their guardian laws ; 

* And 'scs^ the arrows from their quiver huri'd— 
' The keen reproach, and hisses of the world. 

' You may cry * Guilty 1 ' bnt the umpire land ' 

* Cancels the verdict with indignant hand, - 
' Reveces the noble many who uphold 

" The nation's dignity ; nor brooks that gold, 

' Wrung hardly from her toiling sons, should pay 

' The Judas gang that would her rights betray. 
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** Scorn meets the few who, bought by pandering 

powef, 
** Oatvote the nation's voice in hapless hour. 
'^ O pause ere yet that fatal hour is seen ! — 
" Be GounseU'd, Lords ! — You cannot crush your 

Queen, 
^ But by a blow that must, with blind intent, 
^' Bruise Throne and Altar in its dire descent ! 
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^* O where, ye Prelates! is your light withdrawn ? 
** Where now the lustral influence of your lawn ? * 
^* Where the meek crosier, and tiie crook of fleece, 
** That guard the fold (not reckless of the peace)? 

Is there no wolf in all your pastured plains? 

> ■ • « 

No murrain raukliqg in your lambkins' veins ? 

'* !Np lurking thief, by whom they nightly bleed ? 

** No arid spots refreshing streams that need ? 
O why; forgetful of your solemn call, 
Sit ye, unmindful where the victims fall, 

*^ To hire one sacrifice with cords be bound, 

'^ And your, anointed hands inflict the wound ? 

* 4 

- See the Earl of Chatham's animated speech against the em- 
ployment of Indian warriors to itssist in the subjugation of 
America. 
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" To demon passions ! — Foul idolatry ! 

" If such y#ur nlAesj uo l^^vin b^pe I wiesa^ 

" BatBAAL'sPw««xs»6yleapawi*hwtwitf*jrp|i.» 

'' O whither 4irge th^se bpdipg^ pf my t^sf^pA^ 

'' Let hope, let charity their flight arreatj . , 

'' In Britain's Sar]>is^ surely some riem|.ip ; . . 

" Whose courtly robes yet he^r no m\f^l pt^w J . 

'^ Princes! and Peers! once more on you I call — 

" S^ye ! sg^ve yorqjr totteriQg gjc^ry ere it feUJ .» w " 



*. In this, as I conceive^ seasonable repioof pf cfrtpin ** 
Spiritual *' I would not be understopd to involve the whole of iji^i 

t ' 

reverend body. Some of them, I firmly believe, have remained at 
a distance from the combat, aged Und infirm, like Eli, sitting by 
the wayitidie'of Shilofa, atid Watdiing with trembling heart, lest the 
ark (I Alrill tiol say «f Qk)D, but of Tfi« ctmsnttiTidN) •shocAil ftR in 
the unhtdlbwed-cfn^t <)t}iie|B|, p«rb)p^ beiK vtAwtA to ttcidlfe 
in what they may bdy^ convid^rj^d a d9id)tfMt i^datUyr : bft it -s^ust 

* ^ • 

not be conceajedfthat when tru^b and justac^ are at %isi^t^ ncHt^^Ui^ 
is no honourable sanctuary for the avowed servants of tb^ tej^^le* 

r ■ • • 

... . • . . . . > . .i • . 

Let the Bishops beware of discovering their nakedness upon the 
very steps of the altSfr.^The eye of an enFightened' people is upon 
them \ and xvith tlieir character for real cofasiUeM f iSTir, 9t^JiMi^ to 

sound PROTl^STANT PRINCIPLES^ THE CHURCH OF JOHOLM^J^ %f)iH ^f^ 

or fail* 
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*^ If trntht if virtue to your h^^rte h^ cJbsM'^ 
^^ If sounds of sweet coutent you lo?e^ 4o hear ; 
If geQerous soQ^ aad daughters cbM^ y«i prize, 
And all a b^py boQie's ddig^tful tie^ ;, 
'' KjuBt gradation on tbe social Mal^ *' 

" Be worth your care ; if raA)i; caob apgtit airail; * 
" If rev'rence for tbe allar and tbe tb^^i;^, 
'' Be your3, aad. Qj&o&oe tbe lawful kin^y you «W9^ 
" If ri^b^ts your &J:bem were coipbij^'d to sav«; , 
"WheuBritain'a sceptre to hi«. race Mw^yg^ye, \ 
Be justly claim'd, as justly claim'd tb^y ^fe 
By every son that British mothers bear : 
O save your natnes from bate, ^isg^cet 9^4 9CPrn, 
History's beqpfst to ages yet uiibiiiml 
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" Ah ! beard y^wj^t your Uon^g^ii^ ro^^ : 

^* And shake with mighty tread his ev'ry shore? 
'^ Deem not that roar in vain ; for it hath found 
** Redoubl'd echoes all the realm around, 
'' And generous hearts have rous'd them at the sound. 
" There is a spirit mightier far than yours — 
^' Magnanimous and mild, it much endures : ^ 
** But urg'd too far, a giant's strength awakes, 
*^ And gyves and bonds at one fierce effort breaks. 
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*^ O hear yet more ! There is a God, whose eye 

'' Pierces your counsels^ darkest mystery ; 

^' Whose Messing England owns for countless years, 

^^ Whose vengeance now she deprecates with tears. 

^' To Him your Queen appeals, and at His bar, ' 

** Your names must mark the awful calendar ; 

'' There must the witness conscience naked plead, 

** And guilty kings receive the culprit's meed, 

^' O think on this ! e'en now that witness own^ 

** And save yourselves, your country, and ybur 

THRONE r — 



The vii^on ceased, and in a radiant cloud 

« 

Withdrew — ^The bi'eathless senate revVent bow*d. 
New vigour throbb'd in every patriot breast. 
And nerveless horror sickenVI all the rest. 
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the end* 
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